
VESTRY Minutes - Final 
Aug 11, 2020 

 
Vestry Attendees:  2020 Vestry Members (X=indicates in attendance) 

X The Rev. Robert Marshall  X Grace Rigby, Assistant to Rector 

X Fred Bernhardt  X Beth McGurl 

X Nancy Hodder  X Kristi Wright 

X Leigh Deignan  X Carrie Sue Casey 

X Erica Brown  X Norma Harris 

 Bob Marland  X Margaret Bonifant 

X Rick Maurer  X Abigail Shepherd 

 
Guest: Julia Dorsey 
 
1. Opening Prayer and Candle Lighting 

a. Bible Study and Prayer Bags by Nancy Hodder 

 

2. Minutes from Jun 9, 2020 were approved 

 

3. REDS Update and Discussion  

- The addition of a Kindergarten and First Grade class at REDs for the 2020 – 2021 school year was 

discussed. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report  

a.  July financial report was reviewed, noting that revenues were on target, possibly due to 

lower goals for the month of July.  

b. Treasurer’s report for July was accepted. 

c. Discussed that Redeemer may transfer checking and mortgage accounts from SunTrust 

to Village Bank. Village Bank offers substantially lower monthly service fees ($40 vs. $99) 

than SunTrust.  

d. Regarding the mortgage (4.26%) currently with SunTrust, a balloon payment due in 

2024. The current mortgage principal is $281,000. An 8-year refinance with Village Bank 

will carry a rate of 3.25%. A survey is not mandated, but an appraisal will be required. 

The cost to Redeemer is $1,000 vs. $4,000 appraisal cost with SunTrust. The discussion 

of this initiative was tabled until the September meeting, which is closer to the 

anticipated closing date. 

 

5. Rector’s Report: (10 minutes) 

a. Welcoming Grace Rigby - Robert welcomed Grace to Redeemer and her first Vestry 

meeting with us. She responded with some observations. 

b. Outreach Update - On August 11 Robert, Grace, Helen Pelkey, and Caroline Head met 

with Dr. Patrice Wilson and Ms. Lesley Harris, administrators at Bensley Elementary 

School to discuss possibilities for Redeemer to offer support through a Homework 



Buddies initiative. Caroline is coordinating the Backpacks for Bensley, which is another 

ministry of Redeemer’s. REDS director Julia Dorsey described how REDS will participate 

in this partnership. 

 

6. Wardens’ Report:  

a. Stewardship Update: Stewardship Commission met on Aug. 10 to review timetable for 

the annual campaign, which will be a hybrid of virtual and physical strategies. 

b. Confirming Redeemer Trustees - The certification of the following three persons were 

proposed to represent Redeemer as Trustees: Bob Whitehurst, Fred Bernhardt, and 

Sarah Saunders.  Vote was approved. The completed document will be filed with the 

Chesterfield County Circuit Court. 

c. Technology Committee - Nancy gave a brief explanation of documents, which vestry 

members received at this meeting.  

 

7. Old Business:  None 

 

8. New Business:  

 

a. Vote on housing allocation for Assistant to the Rector - This resolution designates that 

$18,700 (34%) of Grace’s salary be designated as “housing allowance” for tax benefits 

available to clergy. Resolution was approved. 

b. Vote on Banking Resolution - tabled until September meeting. 

c. Vote on Resolution to confirm Redeemer Trustees – approved (see 6b above) 

d. Vote on Website and related technology proposals were tabled until September.  

e. REDS discussion continued - Kristi, Fred, Julia and Robert agreed to research liability 

standards with Burch Law, the Diocese of Southern Virginia, and the Church Insurance. 

The previous approval vote by the Vestry was rescinded and will be held when more 

information is available. A meeting to share information and to vote will be held via 

Zoom. 

 

9. Closing Prayer (including prayer requests): Norma Harris offered the closing prayer. The meeting 

was adjourned at 9:13 pm. 

Post Meeting Notes: 

A. A correction was noted for the housing allocation for Assistant to the Rector – The corrected 

resolution designates that $18,400 (34%) of Grace’s salary be designated as “housing allowance” 

for tax benefits available to clergy. 

B. On Aug 18, 2020, a Virtual Zoom Vestry meeting was held to discuss outcome of discussions 

with Douglas Burch. A COVID-19 Acknowledgement document to be signed by all REDS students’ 

parents was presented and reviewed.  The Vestry voted to support the opening of a 

Kindergarten and First Grade classroom for the 2020-2021 school year. There were 2 “No” votes 

for this resolution, but the majority vote of the Vestry was “Yes”. 


